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For nearly 34 years, Michael Machado has honed his skills as a attorney partner, successfully representing

diverse groups of individuals, organizations, and corporations ranging from high school students to hip-hop

recording artists, professional and college athletes, and Fortune 100 companies.

Mike has gone toe-to-toe with the United States Department of Justice, the Texas Attorney General’s Office,

and District and County attorneys from such diverse places as South Bend, Indiana, Cincinnati, Ohio, and

New Orleans, Louisiana, and some of the most high-profile plaintiff’s attorneys throughout Texas.

For the past seven years, Mike has focused on the defense of trucking and commercial carriers, dram shop

cases, premises liability cases, first and third-party insurance claims – especially those that involve a criminal

defense component such as charges of intoxication manslaughter – and grievance and misconduct by

professionals.

Representative Experience

DRAM SHOP DEFENSE

Successfully defended a dram shop suit for the 15th largest retailer in the United States, in which seven

plaintiffs, comprised of off-duty police officers and retired veterans were killed or catastrophically injured by a

drunk driver near Kerrville, Texas. After three years of written discovery, depositions, and several hard-

fought contested hearings, an $80 million pre-suit demand was settled for less than one-half of one percent of

the $60 million mediation demand. (Bexar County, Texas, District Court).

Successfully defended a dram shop suit for the 15th largest retailer in the United States, in which a drunk

driver was catastrophically injured after buying beer at one of the stores in Lubbock, Texas. The case was

removed to federal court on diversity grounds and later dismissed via Summary Judgment after discovery was

completed. (United States District Court, Northern District of Texas).
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PREMISES LIABILITY

Successfully defended a premises liability claim for the 15th largest retailer in the United States after a drunk

driver killed a two-year-old when he veered into the parking lot and struck the shopping basket she was

sitting in. The case resulted in a defense-favorable settlement after a jury was seated but before testimony

began. (Bexar County, Texas, District Court).

Successfully defended a slip and fall wherein the Plaintiff claimed a traumatic brain injury and had three

separate surgical recommendations. After intensive investigation, evidence of a nearly identical injury that

occurred in the plaintiff’s own home mere weeks before the alleged slip and fall on the defendant’s retail

premises was uncovered. (Bexar County, Texas, District Court).

WHITE COLLAR CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Successfully defended the President of the Bexar County Housing Authority, who was charged in federal

court with embezzling over a half million dollars of government funding by negotiating a disposition that

only required repayment of missing funds and no incarceration. (United States District Court, Western

District of Texas).

Successfully defended the owners/operators of a large home healthcare company who were charged with

embezzling over $1.5 million in government funds by negotiating a dismissal of all charges against the CEO

and CFO of the company before trial. (United States District Court, Western District of Texas).

Successfully defended the owner/operator of a nursing home facility who was charged with multiple counts of

identity theft based on improper destruction of patient records by negotiating a dismissal of all criminal

charges in exchange for payment of a civil penalty.

PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE, GRIEVANCE DEFENSE

Successfully defended a physician who was charged with sexual assault by a former employee by amassing

enough physical evidence and witness statements to convince the investigating officer and an EEOC

investigator to dismiss all charges.

Successfully defended a Registered Nurse charged with falsifying hundreds of prescriptions to obtain

controlled substances by having the criminal charges dismissed and then negotiating a probated term of

suspension that allowed her to complete a rehab program and eventually return to her chosen career. (Wilson

County, Texas, District Court, and the Texas Board of Nursing).

Successfully defended the elected Sheriff of a central Texas county who was charged with falsifying his

professional credentials prior to being elected to office by paying a civil fine and dismissing felony criminal

charges.

Multiple successful defenses or negotiated resolutions for attorneys charged with professional misconduct by

former clients before the State Bar of Texas.



Successful defense of a university professor charged with disrupting an official proceeding, public

intoxication, and resisting arrest or detention by convincing the prosecuting attorney that there was

insufficient evidence to win the case. (Bexar County, Texas, County Court at Law).

Awards & Recognition

SCENE IN SA MAGAZINE

Best Criminal Defense Lawyers

SCENE IN SA MAGAZINE

Best Civil Defense Lawyers

Related Services

General Liability/Catastrophic Injury

Education, Admissions & Activities

EDUCATION

Thurgood Marshall School of Law

J.D., 1989

St. Mary’s University

B.S., 1983

Public Justice

BAR ADMISSIONS

Texas

1991

COURT ADMISSIONS

United States District Court of Texas

Northern, Southern, and Western

PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

State Bar of Texas

American Bar Association

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers
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Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association

Defense Research Institute ǀ Association for Civil Defense Lawyers and In-House Counsel

Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF)

1993 – 2018

LANGUAGES

Spanish


